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A Note of Correction 
and Apology 
Dear Members and friends,

In the previous issue of HFFI’s 
newsletter, published in February 
of 2011, we mistakenly credited 
Bill Shorter as the author of 
the Noah Fairbank history 
article that appeared on page 5. 
This very interesting piece was 
actually written by Mr. William 
Bray, Jr., of Midlothian, Virginia, 
who graciously agreed to share 
his work with our readers. I 
would like to sincerely apologize 
to Mr. Bray for the error and let 
everyone know that a revised 
electronic (.pdf) version of the 
February issue, with Mr. Bray’s 
name and the paragraph below 
crediting his fine work inserted, 
is available for download 
through the Foundation’s 
website at www.hffi.org.

This article is condensed from an 
original work written by Mr. William 
J. Bray, Jr., and was printed in the 
November 1987 (Fredericksburg 
Times). Mr. Bray is a history 
major with a B. A. degree from 
Lynchburg College and a M.A. 
from East Carolina University. 
He recently retired from teaching 
U.S. History at James River High 
School in Chesterfield County. He 
is continuing his research into the 
history of steamboat companies on 
the Rappahannock River and plans 
to publish his book--tentatively titled, 
Steamboats on the Rappahannock in 
the future.

Mr. Bray could not have chosen 
a subject more representative of both 
the Rappahannock River steamboat 
history and the City of Fredericksburg 
than Captain Noah Fairbank. 

Thank you,

Sean Maroney
Executive Director, HFFI

Jane is Back in Town!
HFFI recently had the honor of 

reintroducing a cherished member of our 
community to a whole new generation 
of Fredericksburg residents – Jane Beale. 
In May, the organization hosted a wildly 
successful book launch to celebrate their 
new edition of A Woman in a War-Torn Town: 
The Journal of Jane Howison Beale, 1850–1862. 
More than 300 people attended the event, 
which included tours of Jane’s family home at 307 Lewis Street, hors d’oeuvres 
in the garden, and a chance to meet the book editors. We are grateful to 
current homeowner Rob Alling for allowing us to open Jane’s home to the 
public, Charles and Mary Wynn McDaniel for donating storage space for the 
books, Clint Shemmer with the Free Lance-Star for authoring an amazing article 
on the launch, and, of course, Jane’s descendants who saved her journal through 
many generations and graciously allowed us to publish her words.  

The book is available in both soft cover ($17.50 members, $19.50 non-
members) and a limited edition hard cover designed to emulate Jane’s original 
journal ($35.50 members, $39.50 non-members). Please contact HFFI at  
office@hffi.org or (540) 371-4504 to purchase your copy today! B

2000 & 2003-2008 Ornaments available  
(Half-price $12.00 – limited supply!)
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DATES TO 
REMEMBER

WeDNeSDAy, AUGUSt 17
board of Directors Meeting 

lewis Store, 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

WeDNeSDAy, SePteMber 21
board of Directors Meeting 

lewis Store, 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

SAtUrDAy, oCtober 1
Special hFFi event
Fall hill, time tbA

WeDNeSDAy, oCtober 19
board of Directors Meeting

lewis Store, 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

Fri. & SAt., oCtober 29-30
historic home Show

Fredericksburg expo Center
www.historichomeshows.com

HFFI  is looking for volunteers to help us preserve the history and 
historic resources of the Fredericksburg  region. We have a wide variety of 
opportunities and can tailor them to suit your interests.

HFFI Needs Your Help 

HFFI Committees
CANDleliGht toUr 

4th tuesday/month • 9:30 am

MeMberShiP & FUNDrAiSiNG 
2nd tuesday/month • 7:00 pm

hiStoriCAl MArKer 
3rd tuesday/month • 4:00 pm

orAl hiStory 
4th tuesday/month • 6:00 pm

PUbliCAtioNS 
3rd Monday/month • 6:00 pm

reAl eStAte 
3rd tuesday/month • 12:00 pm

General Areas of Interest
Advocacy

Administrative/General offi ce
Archival/library Management

building Maintenance/Painting
education & outreach

events Planning (2-3/year)
Fundraising

Grant Writing
Membership Development

research (historical; Property; 
Preservation)

Graphics Design
real estate

Special Projects (lectures, tours)

Specific HFFI Programs
Volunteers may opt to participate in one of several ongoing programs 

Advocacy research & Support     ■     Annual Candlelight tour
Quarterly Newsletter     ■     Publications    ■    hFFi Archives/reference library

If you’re interested in participating, call our offi ce at (540) 371-4504) 
or send us an email at offi ce@hffi .org.

HFFI T-Shirts
Short Sleeve - $8.00
long Sleeve - $10.00
“Preserving Fredericksburg block by block” 
and “Driving City offi cials Crazy Since 1955”

2010 Candlelight Tour 
Ornament

Design inspired by 1103 Princess anne st.
$24.00 non-members • $21.00 members

these and other retail items, 
including a range of publications on 
Fredericksburg regional history, are 
also available for purchase online 

through HFFI’s website: 
www.hffi .org

2009 Ornaments also still available 
$24.00 non-members •  $21.00 members 

Design inspired by 1103 Princess anne st.

2009 Ornaments also still available 

Shop HFFI

of creating the lake was estimated 
to be only slightly more than the 
cost of concreting the canal. In the 
decades from the mid-twentieth 
century and into the twenty-fi rst 
century, “Kenmore Valley” was prone 
to fl ooding after long or heavy rains. 
some residents along the avenue 
may have come to believe that such 
a lake had indeed been created and 
was being stored in their basements 
following each large rainstorm. 
Hopefully, recent storm drain 
modifi cations will alleviate basement 
fl ooding for those living along 
Kenmore avenue.

such are tidbits for the strip that 
was to become Kenmore avenue--
creek bed, canal, railroad, almost-
Lake Kenmore, and avenue. B

THE KENMORE RAILROAD 
AVENUE
Continued from page 5

2000 & 2003-2008 Ornaments available  
(Half-price $12.00 – limited supply!)
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